
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intel Capital to lead $13 million investment in Aldebaran Robotics 

Paris, France, June 7, 2011 - Intel Capital, Intel’s global investment organisation today announced it led 

a $13 million investment in Aldebaran Robotics, the world-leading European humanoid robotics 

company. The investment is Intel Capital’s first within the robotics industry and demonstrates its 

commitment to supporting innovative businesses and to advancing new classes of computing devices. 

Aldebaran Robotics currently manufactures and sells advanced, programmable humanoid robots 

focused on the education, personal services and research markets. Its products combine a range of 

facial and voice recognition technologies with location awareness capabilities, providing a flexible 

platform for application development.  

The additional funding led by Intel Capital will play a key role in allowing the business to develop its 

product offering into additional vertical sectors such as health and social care. The investment will also 

help Aldebaran streamline its production operations and increase its research and development 

capabilities.  

Commenting on the investment Arvind Sodhani, president of Intel Capital and Intel executive Vice 

President, said: “We are delighted to announce our investment in Aldebaran.  Aldebaran’s work in areas 

such as voice interaction and video analytics really highlights the advances made in robotics and 

computing.  Robotics has long been an area of interest because it leverages the power of computing to 

enrich lives of humans.” 

Christian Morales, General Manager, Europe, Middle East, Africa of Intel Corporation commented; “Over 

the past decade Intel has been conducting a considerable amount of research on difficult tasks such as 

movement in unstructured environments, gripping and vision processing. Through working with 

Aldebaran we hope to be able to leverage this expertise and combine it with the business’ innovative 

product offerings to deliver unique and exciting solutions across a range of sectors.”  



 

 

 

Bruno Maisonnier, founder and CEO of Aldebaran Robotics said; “Partnering with Intel is a step we 

believe will propel the business and the technology we have developed reach its full potential. Our 

products have the flexibility to provide solutions across a range of applications and this investment will 

play a huge role in helping drive manufacturing efficiencies and further our research capabilities to help 

the business’ expansion into new markets. Intel products are ideally suited for the processing demands 

required by robotics. According to ABI Research by 2017 the Personal Robotics market will be over 

$17Billion USD. This investment from Intel Capital enables Aldebaran to become a key player in this 

nascent industry.”  

 

To view Aldebaran’s products and their capabilities visit: 

http://www.aldebaran-robotics.com/en/gallery 

Ends  

About Intel Capital 

Intel Capital, Intel's global investment organization, makes equity investments in innovative technology 

start-ups and companies worldwide. Intel Capital invests in a broad range of companies offering 

hardware, software, and services targeting enterprise, home, mobility, health, consumer Internet, 

semiconductor manufacturing and cleantech. Since 1991, Intel Capital has invested more than US$10 

billion in over 1,140 companies in 49 countries. In that timeframe, 191 portfolio companies have gone 

public on various exchanges around the world and 268 were acquired or participated in a merger. In 

2010, Intel Capital invested US$327 million in 119 investments with approximately 44 percent of funds 

invested outside the United States and Canada. For more information on Intel Capital and its 

differentiated advantages, visit www.intelcapital.com.  

 

About Aldebaran Robotics 

Founded in 2005 by Bruno Maisonnier, and with offices in France, China, Japan and the United States, 

ALDEBARAN Robotics designs, produces and commercializes autonomous humanoid robots with the aim 

of  contributing to the well-being of humans. Today over 1500 NAOs are utilized throughout the world 

as  research and educational platforms in 35 countries. ALDEBARAN Robotics brings together more than 
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120  people—including 45 engineers and PhDs—that are involved in the development and production of 

the robot.  For further information, visit http://aldebaran-robotics.com/ 
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