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facilitated through eNetColorado. She explains, “It is a rare person that can pace themselves and stick 
with an online course on their own. The social piece is critical.”  

Outcomes 

The Science Inquiry course expanded the way that Chris views inquiry-based learning. Although the 
course was primarily focused on scientific inquiry, she immediately saw the application of inquiry-
based instruction across all core subjects. She explains, “I realized that inquiry is not limited to 
science, but can be applied across all grade levels and subjects. It’s about asking good questions, 
providing wait time, giving students more autonomy, and responding to what kids bring to you rather 
than telling them what to do.” 

The course also helped Chris understand that incorporating inquiry is not about reinventing your 
curriculum. Rather, it is a series of small, mindful changes that can be applied to your existing 
instruction. Looking back on her days as a classroom teacher, she states, “I realized that I used to do 
a lot of guided activities. I was a very hands-on teacher that did a lot of discovery in math and 
science. With a few tweaks, I could have had much more inquiry. Now I have a better idea of how to 
add inquiry into existing instruction.” 

According to Chris, one of the most influential components of the course was the Action Plan. She 
benefitted from viewing the sample Action Plans, as well as the Action Plans posted by other 
participants in the course, to understand how teachers plan to include inquiry-based strategies into 
their classrooms. She was able to provide feedback and revise her own Action Plan based on the 
feedback from her cohorts. 

Another positive experience for Chris came from the course resource files and check-for-
understanding quizzes. She was able to take the inquiry resources, such as rubrics and checklists, and 
show them to teachers the very next day. In addition, she states that the quiz questions built into the 
course helped to confirm and strengthen her understanding about what she was reading. 

Chris came away from the course with a deeper understanding about inquiry. She explains, “You don’t 
have to reinvent the wheel. Just keep things in mind, like science processing skills and habits of mind, 
to make sure that kids get practice with these skills. It’s a dynamic way of thinking, not overloading 
the students with direction. It can be as simple as asking a different type of question at the beginning 
of the lesson, or just changing your directions.”  She had a very positive experience as a participant in 
the Science Inquiry course, and encourages every teacher she meets to enroll in the Intel® Elements 
Courses through eNetColorado. She hopes to inspire other teachers to continue the learning process, 
staying on top of research in education. 
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