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Coordinator, Digital Learning
Based in Berlin and working as a teacher at an international school, Annemieke Akkermans has  
her feet in the Dutch clay and her head in the global cloud. She is passionate about teaching  
with technology and writes for several platforms about educational resources, social media, and 
Internet safety.

Academically trained in both Communication and Education, she worked as an executive television 
producer in the Netherlands and the UK, and was a program manager for international e-learning 
events before she started teaching. She has offered Digital Skills study days, courses, and work-
shops to both pupils and teachers, and recently started an experimental peer-learning project with 
IT-savvy pupils teaching the teachers.

She won several awards for the effective and creative use of technology in the classroom and is 
especially interested in peer-coaching, educational apps, and social media. Annemieke evaluates and 
nominates innovative educational software and applications for one of Germany’s most prestigious 
digital learning awards, and—like the platform “Schule im Aufbruch” of which she is an active mem-
ber, believes in transformation initiated by teachers, parents and children themselves, not by politics. 

Nelson Mandela School: Berlin, Germany
The Nelson Mandela School was founded in 2000 by the Berlin Senate as an international school 
with elementary and Gymnasium upper level. It is a UNESCO project school and member of the Euro-
pean Council of International Schools and the International Baccalaureate Organisation. They offer 
students coming from all over the world a challenging bilingual education. Pupils, staff, and parents 
cooperate at all levels of school life intensively with each other. An essential part of the curriculum 
at the Nelson Mandela School is interdisciplinary, in and outside the school building: excursions 
and scheduled trips, internships, and the opportunity to provide social services in the context of 
education. They bring the student body together regularly with peers and colleagues from other 
countries. Their international partner school network currently includes educational institutions in 
Australia, China, France, Haiti, Italy, Mexico, Norway, Poland, South Africa, and the Czech Republic.

Advancing Excellence in Education Worldwide
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Big Words

Assessments: 
After you have included your word on Padlet, go to the Glass 
Classroom account on www.storybird.com and write a short 
illustrated story, in which you integrate your selected word. Having 
identified “big words,” searched for their meaning, and having used 
them to create an online visual thesaurus, this second part of the 
assignment allows you to practice and apply your vocabulary and 
spelling skills in a meaningful and fun way.   

Wrap Up and Reflection 
In this lesson you simultaneously worked on three key literacy skills: 
writing, spelling, and vocabulary. We narrowed this session down to 
one Big Word, but in a classroom situation where the students are 
familiar with the tools and the lesson time is longer, more words can 
be included. The created Padlet wall can be used for further learning, 
at home and in school. In the final part of this session we reflect on 
this lesson, share the work we did on Padlet and Storybird. Does this 
holistic approach work? Did working with a partner work for you? Has 
the use of technological tools enhanced your learning experience? 

Background/Context 
Spelling skills are still important in this digital age with the omnipresent spelling checkers. Learning in an engaging and collaborative way will not 
only help to improve our spelling skills, but it will improve valuable vocabulary. In this lesson we will apply these skills in a meaningful context.

 

Activity
In this lesson students will be learning the spelling and meaning of some new words, in an interactive, collaborative, and engaging way, using a va-
riety of technological tools in the process. After a short introduction, you will be presented with a poem which highlights the importance of proper 
spelling. Your teacher then presents you with your assignment and the tools you can work with. With a team partner, you engage in an activity 
that provides you with three “big words” (such as bibulous, terpsichorean, or regnant). You write down your three words (for instance using the 
Sticky Notes app) then use an online dictionary such as Merriam-Webster to find their meaning. Then you open a specific address on www.padlet.
com. On this online “wall”, which allows you to share your work with the rest of the class, you select and post one of your “big words”, include its 
meaning and visualize it with a photograph taken with your webcam. You may use a variety of materials to create your visualization.   

Grade Level: 1-12

Lession Duration: 45 minutes

Materials and Resources: 
• 1 tablet per team (Lenovo ThinkPad* Yoga*)

• WIFI connection 

• Interactive whiteboard for presentation

• Sticky Notes* App

• Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary* App 

• www.storybird.com

• www.padlet.com 

• Colored paper (A4), 10 glue sticks,  
10 scissors)

Learning Objectives 
Students will learn and retain the spelling and meaning of some “big words” using a variety of 
techniques and technological resources, such as an online thesaurus, Storybird,* and Padlet.* 
Spelling, vocabulary, and writing are three important literacy skills that go hand in hand. 
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